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DESIGNS FOR HOME

Bureau de Change Architects discuss
the details and nuances that make
residential design so wonderful

TIGHT SPOT

The Question Time panel discuss
creating quality housing
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JADE TILLEY TALKS TO RICHARD FOUND ABOUT THE EXPANSION OF INTERNET RESEARCH
FOR ARCHITECTURE AND THE IMMERSIVE DESIGN PRACTICES EMPLOYED FOR RETAIL

ESTABLISHED BY RICHARD FOUND IN 1997
AND BASED IN SOHO, LONDON, FOUND

IS A LEADING ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
PRACTICE WITH A DIVERSE AND
INTERNATIONAL RANGE OF PROJECTS.

The practise is widely recognised for its
thoughtful and innovative approach to
contemporary architecture, with an emphasis
on bespoke solutions and considered,
contextual designs. Found’s UK and
international clients include luxury brands
Selfridges, DKNY, Harrods, Givenchy and
Mario Testino, as well as RIBA award-winning
residential new build and development
projects for a wide range of private and
commercial clients.

Here, Richard shares his memories of
University on the cusp of digital change,
designing across all sectors and the
daydream of being an impoverished artist.
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WHAT IS YOUR EARLIEST MEMORY OF
DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE HAVING AN
IMPACT ON YOU?

I think my earliest memory of architecture
having an impact on me was when visiting
London Zoo, aged 11, discovering Lubetkin’s
wonderful penguin pools. | remember being
amazed how structurally the ramps appeared
to be self-supporting.

WHERE DID YOU STUDY? HOW DO YOU
FEEL THE ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION
HAS CHANGED IN RECENT YEARS?

| studied at the University of North London.
On a hugely exciting day, during my last term
of University, alongside our drawing boards
arrived one computer that was the size of an
industrial oven. 30 students were all
clambering to try and learn how to use this
very alien device. In order to draw a single
line it felt like one had to write some lengthy
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code. The process was complicated and
slow unlike today.

Drawing boards are obviously now dinosaurs
from the past. However, there were those
who were talented draftsman that took real
pride in the quality of their Rotring pen
drawings. They were perhaps concerned at
the time that the computer would in some
way result in their talent being overlooked.
However, computers have enabled certain
buildings to be created and built that would
never have been conceived on a drawing
board. Computers allow a complexity of
shapes and structures that cannot be
accurately drawn by the human hand.
Without the Internet we were restricted to
library books and a handful of architectural
magazines as our source of inspiration. Our
knowledge of international buildings was
limited unless we had the budget to travel. A
student today first looks on the Internet for

inspiration. Research is made easy. Student
travel is unfortunately less of a necessity with
Pinterest at their fingertips.

WHAT KIND OF ARCHITECT

DID YOU ASPIRE TO BE?

My ambition was to form a business where
people were passionate about their work;
our goal was and is always to be creative
and innovative.

WHO ARE YOUR DESIGN/
ARCHITECTURE INSPIRATIONS?
Le Corbusier and Eileen Gray.

WHAT DOES FOUND

REPRESENT AS A FIRM?

We're a firm that delivers the entire project,
i.e. the architecture and the interior design,
united through a powerful simplicity driven
by space and context.

HOW DO YOU CONTINUE TO CARVE

YOUR OWN PATH IN THE INDUSTRY?

By working on a very varied group of
projects/sectors. We work in restaurants, art
galleries, houses, department stores,
aircraft interiors, and the list doesn’t end
there. Keeping our work varied offers us

experiences in all fields and keeps us
abreast of the latest changes and challenges
in that sector. It is really exciting and
dynamic work, offering solutions for a
spectrum of clients.

WHERE IS THE MAJORITY
OF YOUR WORK BASED?
Largely in Europe and the United States.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR BIGGEST

DESIGN COMMISSION TO DATE?

Saks Fifth Avenue, Brookfield Place in lower
Manhattan, NY. | worked closely with Saks
Fifth Avenue to create a landmark luxury retail
destination, featuring a new visual language
that unites all brands and departments. The
design combines an impressive spatial
arrangement, crisp detailing and understated
palette with a series of dramatic elements, all
referencing the brand’s heritage and reflecting
its unique location.

The centrepiece of the design is a cylindrical
tower, finished in white polished plaster,
which fills a rotunda space that rises
vertically over two levels and provides the
store’s prominent frontage onto West and
Liberty Street and the 9/11 Memorial.
Radiating brass fins, forming a two storey
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‘veil, act as a secondary store front creating
an eye catching kinetic spectacle at street
level while providing glanced views in and out
of the store.

This was an extremely exciting and innovative
project to work on and Saks were very open-
minded to a new approach. Service and
experience are now the most important
features to consider when designing a store
to compete with the online landscape, so it
was important to create a journey for the
customers. Saks have considered many
touches to make the experience more fluid
and appealing for the customer. We ensured
that the architecture and design reflects the
need to create a truly interactive and
immersive retail experience.

WHAT DOES THE FACE OF ARCHITECTURE
LOOK LIKE TO YOU IN 10 YEARS TIME?
| am hoping no different to today!.

IF YOU HADN'T BECOME AN ARCHITECT
WHAT WOULD YOU BE DOING?

| get great pleasure from drawing so maybe |
would have been an artist. No doubt an
impoverished one!

www.foundassociates.com
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